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Laggan Valley LCA is a vast undulating agricultural landscape of good quality pasture and 

arable land characterised by large, geometric, hedge trimmed agricultural fields 

extending over a wide geographical area, with a long shore along Lough Swilly.  Often 

described as a ‘Plantation Landscape’, this good quality farming land was confiscated 

from Gaelic Lords in the early 1600s and colonised by settlers from England and 

Scotland as part of the wider colonisation of Ulster. This LCA is permeated by a network 

of national, regional and county roads that connect the large farms and plantation towns 

of Manorcunningham, Convoy and Raphoe to each other and to the wider hinterland.   

Landscape Character types 

 

   

 

Laggan Valley 

LCA 12 

 

 



 

87 

 

Seascape Character Units 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• Schist and Quartzite bedrock underlie this undulating fertile agricultural landscape.   

• Consistent layer of glacial superficial deposits are spread over the underlying rock. 

• Agricultural lands slope gently in a rolling form from the N13 towards the shore of 

Lough Swilly along the north of this LCA, and have a primarily schist bedrock with 

small areas of limestone to the west around Manorcunningham. 

• Mongerry Hill is a schist mountain north-west of Raphoe covered with peat and heath 

vegetation and large areas of forestry.  The main Letterkenny to Raphoe road cuts 

over this mountain in a straight line (on plan), resulting in a very steep road.  

• Dooish Mountain is part of schist formed, peat and heather clad upland area in the 

north centre of this LCA equidistant from the shores of Lough Swilly to the west and 

Lough Foyle to the east, like the other upland area of Mongerry in this LCA, there is 

extensive forestry plantation.   

• Dominant pattern of straight sided rectilinear hedgerow bound fields over an 

undulating and rolling working agricultural landscape interspersed with farm houses 

and farm buildings. 

Settlements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Convoy: Convoy is a small town in the south of this LCA on the River Deele, it has a 

defined Main Street and adjoining estate house and lands, Convoy House (RPS 

structure).  Convoy House and demesne were the estate lands of the Montgomery 

landowners and this and Convoy Mills at the opposite end of the village inform its 

character. 

• Drumoghill: Drumoghill is a small rural settlement that has developed around a 

cross roads, parish church and in more recent times a National school. 

Map/list Seascape units 

Seascape Unit 6 falls within a very small area of the Laggan Valley LCA just east of 

Manorcunningham. 

Key characteristics uses: The area of  seascape unit that falls within this LCA is primarily 

good quality agricultural land. 

 

Coastal edge: This LCA has no coastal edge. 

 

Visibility: Restricted visibility of the shore from within this LCA.  

 

Special featuress significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

none within the area of overlap between the seascape unit and LCA. 
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• Manorcunningham: Manorcunningham is a small 17th Century plantation town 

located within a wider area of good quality agricultural land. Like nearby 

Newtowncunningham, the town takes its name from James Cunningham, who was 

granted these lands during the plantation of Ulster.  The main Letterkenny-Derry 

road once divided the Main Street, but this was bypassed in 1985 by the upgrade of 

the N13.  

• Raphoe: Raphoe is a plantation town imposed on a medieval centre with an 

abundance of archaeological, historical and architectural assets, in itself and in the 

rural hinterland and is identified as a Heritage Town. Raphoe is also a thriving market 

town servicing the wider rural area and retains a high level of services (commercial, 

economic, social and religious) comparative to other centres of its size. 

History, Culture and Heritage 

• Large concentration of archaeological monuments dating from as far back as 

Neolithic and early bronze-age. 

• An early monastic settlement existed in Raphoe in the 6th century AD; the site is 

where St Eunans’s Cathedral now stands and this and the surrounding area are 

protected archaeological zones in the Record of National Monuments.  

• Plantation history is evident in the field formation within this LCA and the plantation 

towns and villages of Convoy, Manorcunningham and Raphoe.  

• There are a number of Recorded Monuments within this LCA, illustrating early 

settlement within this area and including ceremonial and religious use. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 28 RPS structures and 47 

NIAH. 

• The Historic Landscape Characterisation report identifies that this highly productive 

agricultural area was “improved” in the 18th and 19th centuries following 17th-century 

plantation. It is characterised by a patchwork of square fields (Straight-sided and 

surveyed fields Generic HLC-type), with hedges, and late 20th-century plantation 

woods and forest on the higher ground. To the south of the area is the historic 

market town of Raphoe. This was where Gaelic kings were inaugurated in the later 

medieval period and St Eunan’s church has parts dating to the 13th-century. The 

Bishops Palace, surrounded by designed Parks and Garden (Generic HLC-type) and 

Demesne Farmland (Specific HLC-type), dates to the 17th century. It was a focus for 

the protestant ascendancy and the Bishop held a Consistory Court in the Cathedral. 

The Second Raphoe Presbyterian Church (now Recreation Hall), with neo-classical 

façade, and the Hiberno-Romanesque Roman Catholic Church punctuate the 

streetscape, whilst new housing spreads along roads leading out of town.  

Access and Recreation  

• The N13 and N14 National Primary roads cut through this LCA,  

• R236 and R264 traverse this LCA. 

• Network of county roads permeate the area. 

• Wild Atlantic Way travels the route of the National Primary Road through the north 

west of this LCA and there is a ‘WAW’ discovery point at ‘Manorcunningham 

Viewpoint’, overlooking Lough Swilly. 

Biodiversity 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 154.8ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & 

SPA) and 98.6ha of pNHA sites. 

• Hedge and deciduous tree bound fields are a dominant feature in this landscape 

providing biodiversity corridors throughout.  

• Dispersed clumps of deciduous woodland and demesne woodland in this LCA  
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Forces for change 

• Degree of pressure for urban generated housing development from Letterkenny and 

Derry in neighbouring Northern Ireland.  

• Linear development along the rural road network 

• Renewable energy development (windfarms). 

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 


